Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
is a Faith Formation program
that has been available at our
parish since October 2009. It is
a way of religious formation for
children that is quite different
from published programs. It does
not use a catechetical series of
books or take place in a classroom. In this approach there is a room
prepared for the children in which every
object is to aid in their knowledge of God.
It is a place of simplicity and order, prayer
and work, and community. Everything in
this room, known as the Atrium, is appropriate to the ages and sizes of the children
who gather there. The Atrium allows the
children to come into contact with materials which aid their focus to be directed
toward Scripture and the Liturgy of the
Church. Every time one enters the Atrium,
they enter into a personal connection with
God, a moment of adoration of God’s
Word; in other words, a mini retreat!
Come join us on retreat weekly with our
Good Shepherd!

Good Shepherd

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is not
new. It began in Rome in 1954 and has been a
proven success in many parishes throughout
the world.

“The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.”
Isaiah 9:2

Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church
105 N. 5th Street
Mankato, MN 56001
(507)388-2995

Catechesis of
the Good
Shepherd

Sun, September 9; 10:30-11:30am
Xavier Hall rooms 303, 305 & the
Upper Room

Atrium Schedule
Mondays September 24th - May 6th
9:30am - 11:00am
Level I: 3 year s - Kindergarten
———————————
Mondays September 24th - May 6th
3:30-5:00pm
Level I: 3 year s - Kindergarten
Level II: 1st - 3rd grade
Level III: 4th - 7th grade
———————————
Wednesdays September 12th - May 1st
6:00 - 7:10pm
Level I: Kindergarten

City of Jerusalem
Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church
Attn: Beth Shank
Director of Faith Formation
105 N. 5th Street

“Let the children come to me,
and do not prevent them;
for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these.”

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
The Materials

(Sofia Cavalletti with children in Rome)

The Atrium
The atrium is a place specially designed to help
the relationship between God and the child to
flourish.
“How does the atrium help to nourish this
relationship?”
 Following the principles of Maria
Montessori, the atrium is designed with
young children in mind and their need to
discover the Faith in a hands-on way.
 The atrium can be compared to a
retreat house facilitating recollection and
silence.
 The atrium is a place for religious life,
for community and worship - not a
classroom for instruction.
 The atrium is a place of work which
becomes a conversation with God.
 The atrium was the place in the early
church where the catechumens were
prepared. For the child, too, the atrium is a
place of preparation for involvement in the
larger worshiping community.

The materials in the atrium are attractively
displayed inviting children to explore the
faith at their own pace. The most
important characteristic of the materials is
their close link to the Bible and the
Liturgy. The shelves include maps of
Israel and miniature figures representing
the elements of the parables and historical
events from Scripture that have been
shown to satisfy the spiritual needs of the
child. The arrangement of the altar and its
related furnishings conveys the centrality
of the Eucharist. The Baptismal font and
other liturgical items initiate the child into
the Liturgical life of the Church.

Encounters in the Atrium

The children will
become partners
in the covenant
with God by being in relationship
with God. Some
of the ideas shared in the CGS include:




“The catechetical material...consists
of concrete ‘sign’ of a transcendent
reality, (and)...is a way of letting the
child prolong, alone with the inner
teacher, the meditation begun
together with the adult.”
Sofia Cavalletti





The Life of Christ: The children will learn
about the historical events of the life of
Jesus, including the infancy narratives, the
passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus.
They will encounter presentations on the
preaching of Jesus and the images of Christ
as Good Shepherd, Christ the Light and the
True Vine.
Liturgy: The children will explore the
biblical message lived in the liturgical
experience of the church through prayer and
celebration.
Baptism: In Baptism, we receive the gift of
Jesus’ Risen life. The baptismal light and
white garments are signs we will discover.
Eucharist: The actions and words of the
Mass help us to learn about the Good
Shepherd, who gives his life for his sheep.
Reconciliation: This is presented to older
children through the signs and works of the
sacrament.

